248	DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
those of the Law of 16 February 1872.
Art. 18. No one is elected on the first ballot unless he has won
(i) an absolute majority of the votes given; (2) a number of
votes equal to a quarter of the electors on the register. At the
second ballot a relative majority is sufficient. When votes are
equal, the eldest candidate is elected.
Art 19. Each Department of Algeria elects one Deputy. . . .
Art 21. The four Colonies to which Senators have been allo-
cated by the Law of 24 February 1875 concerning the organiza-
tion of the Senate, elect one Deputy each. . . .
(H) Resolution of 10 July 1940 conferring power on Marshal
P^tain.
The National Assembly confers power on the government of
the Republic, under the signature and authority of -Marshal
Petain, with a view to promulgating, in one or more decrees,
the new constitution of the French State. This Constitution
should safeguard the rights of labour, family and fatherland.
It will be ratified by the nation and brought into application
by the Assemblies which it creates.1
(I) Law concerning the Organization of the Public Powers, 21 Octo-
ber 1945.
(In the Referendum submitted to the French people on 21 October
1945, the electorate was asked two questions. First, whether it wished
the Assembly about to be elected to be a Constituent Assembly: and
secondly, if the majority should answer yes to this first question,
whether it wished the Public Powers to be organized according to the
text of the law printed on the back of the ballot-paper.
Below is the text of this Law. As a great majority voted affirma-
tively in reply to both questions, this Law came into force as the first
Constitutional Law of the Fourth Republic, governing the delibera-
tions and powers of the National Constituent Assembly.)
Art. i. The Constituent Assembly created by the elections of
21 October 1945 shall elect forthwith, by public ballot and by
1 This resolution -was carried by 569 votes against 80, with 50 abstentions,
and became the basis of the Vichy Government. As the last act of the
National Assembly, it marks the death of the Third Republic* Gf. p. 316.

